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Introduction 

“Curriculum and pedagogy will be transformed by 2022 in order to minimize rote 

learning and instead encourage holistic development and 21st-century skills such as critical 

thinking, creativity, scientific temper, communication, collaboration, multilingualism, 

problem-solving, ethics, social responsibility, and digital literacy.”-(NEP Draft, 2019). 

Education is a basic ingredient for achieving full human potential. Providing universal access 

to an education of high quality is the key to India’s continued ascent, progress, and leadership 

on the global stage–in terms of economic development, social justice and equality, 

environmental stewardship, scientific advancement, and cultural preservation. India possesses 

the highest number of young people of any country entering school over the next decade, and 

the extent to which high quality educational opportunities are presented to them will 

determine the direction of the future of India and its people.  

The world is undergoing rapid changes in the knowledge landscape. With the rise of big data, 

machine learning, and artificial intelligence, many unskilled jobs worldwide are expected to 

be taken over by machines, while the need for skilled labour, particularly involving 

mathematics, computer science, data science, and deep learning will be in rapidly increasing 

demand. With increasing pollution and climate change, there will be a sizable shift in how we 

meet the world’s energy, water, and sanitation needs, again resulting in the need for new 

skilled labour, particularly in biology, chemistry, physics, and climate science. There will be 

a growing demand for humanities and art, as India moves towards becoming a developed 

country and among the three largest economies in the world.  

 

Indeed, with the quickly changing employment and global ecosystem, it is becoming 

increasingly important that children not only learn, but learn how to learn. Education must 

thus, move towards less content, and more towards learning about how to think critically and 

solve problems, how to be creative and multi disciplinary, and how to innovate, adapt, and 
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absorb new material in novel and changing fields. While learning by rote can be beneficial in 

certain contexts, pedagogy must evolve to make education more experiential, holistic and 

integrated, discovery oriented, learner-centred, discussion-based, flexible, and, of course, 

enjoyable. The curriculum must include basic arts, crafts, humanities, games, sports, 

languages, literature, culture, and values, in addition to science and mathematics, in order to 

develop all sides of learners’ brains and make education more well-rounded, useful, and 

fulfilling to the learner. Education must aim to be character-making, enabling learners to be 

ethical, rational, compassionate, and caring, while at the same time preparing them for 

gainful, fulfilling employment.  

Aim:-  

The aim must be for India to have an education system by 2030 with access to the highest-

quality education for all learners regardless of circumstances of birth or background. To 

achieve this, actions must be taken now and with urgency.  

This National Education Policy aims to cater to the many growing developmental imperatives 

of this country on the one hand, while creating a just and equitable society on the other. This 

Policy has proposed the revision and revamping of all aspects of the education structure, 

including its regulation and governance, to create a new system that is aligned with the 

inspirational goals of 21st century education, while remaining consistent with India’s 

traditions and value systems. The National Education Policy lays special emphasis on the 

development of the creative potential of each individual, in all its richness and complexity. It 

is based on the principle that education must develop not only cognitive skills - both 

‘foundational skills’ of literacy and numeracy and ‘higher-order’ cognitive skills such as 

critical thinking and problem solving – but also social and emotional skills - also referred to 

as ‘soft skills’ - including cultural awareness and empathy, perseverance and grit, teamwork, 

leadership, communication, among others.  

Purpose of this Policy  

This Policy is intended as a long-term vision for what the education system in India should 

look like and move towards in order to align with the aforementioned Principles of this 

Policy. The Policy is aligned with India’s overall development goals - in particular, that of 

becoming a knowledge economy. It harnesses a number of the best practices in India and 

abroad, based on research evidence, to charter a path towards India’s socio-economic growth 

and ‘Development for All’.  

Vision of this Policy  
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The National Education Policy 2019 envisions an India-centred education system that 

contributes directly to transforming our Nation sustainably into an equitable and vibrant 

knowledge society, by providing high quality education to all.  

 

Principles of this Policy  

A good educational institution is one where every student feels welcomed and cared for, 

where a safe and stimulating learning environment exists, where a wide range of learning 

experiences are offered, and where good physical infrastructure with appropriate resources 

are available. While attaining these qualities must be the goal of every individual educational 

institution, there must also be integration and coordination across institutions and across all 

stages of education. This is fundamentally different from the current structure where the early 

school years are completely separated from high school which in turn is completely separated 

from higher education.  

Curriculum and Pedagogy in Schools: Restructuring school curriculum and pedagogy 

in a new design. 

The curricular and pedagogical structure of school education will be reconfigured to make 

them responsive and relevant to the developmental needs and interests of learners at different 

stages of their development, corresponding to the age ranges of 3-8, 8-11, 11-14, and 14-18 

years, respectively. The curricular and pedagogical structure and the curricular framework for 

school education will therefore be guided by a 5 + 3 + 3 + 4 design, consisting of the 

Foundational (3 years of preschool + Grades 1-2), Preparatory (Grades 3-5), Middle (Grades 

6-8), and High (Grades 9-12 in two phases, i.e. 9 and 10 in one and 11 and 12 in the second) 

school stages respectively.  

The Foundational Stage will consist of play/activity-based learning and the aforementioned 

curriculum and pedagogy of ECCE. It will also include a focus on etiquette and behaviour, 

ethics, personal and public hygiene/cleanliness, teamwork and cooperation, etc. The 

Preparatory Stage will transition gradually from play-based learning to more formal but 

interactive classroom learning, with the introduction of some (light) textbooks, in order to lay 

a solid groundwork across subjects, including reading, writing, speaking, physical education, 

art, languages, science, and mathematics. The Middle Stage will see the introduction of 

subject teachers for learning/discussion of the more abstract concepts in each subject that 

students will be ready for at this stage, across the sciences, mathematics, arts, social sciences, 

and humanities. The High School (or Secondary) Stage will comprise of four years of 
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multidisciplinary study, building on the subject-oriented pedagogical and curricular style of 

the Middle Stage, but with greater depth, greater critical thinking, greater attention to life 

aspirations, and greater flexibility and student choice. The High School Stage may also allow 

an exposure to more subjects and enable greater flexibility, and more frequent assessment of 

modules.  

The above-described stages are purely curricular and pedagogical, designed to optimize 

learning for students based on cognitive development of children; they will inform the 

development of national and state curricula and teaching-learning strategies at each stage, but 

it will not be necessary to make parallel changes to physical infrastructure.  

To close the gap between the current state of learning outcomes and what is truly needed, 

classroom transactions must shift towards competency based learning and education. The 

assessment tools (including for assessment “as”, “of” and “for” learning) must also be aligned 

with the Learning Outcomes of a given class. To achieve this, in all stages, experiential 

learning must be adopted, including art integrated and sport integrated education, storytelling 

based pedagogy, among others, as standard pedagogy within each subject, and explorations 

of relations among different subjects.  

Education in the local language/mother tongue  

It is well-understood that young children learn and grasp nontrivial concepts most quickly in 

their home language/mother tongue. Thus, when possible, the medium of instruction – till at 

least Grade 8 - will be the home language/mother tongue/local language. Thereafter, the 

home/local language shall continue to be taught as a language wherever possible. High-

quality textbooks, including in science, will be made available in home languages. In cases 

where home-language textbook material is not available, the language of transaction between 

teachers and students will still remain the home language when possible. Teachers will be 

encouraged to use a bilingual approach, including bilingual teaching-learning materials, with 

those students whose home language may be different from the medium of instruction.  

The three-language formula will continue to be implemented, while keeping in mind the 

Constitutional provisions and aspirations of the people, regions, in order to promote 

multilingualism as well as promote national unity. However, there will be a great flexibility 

in the three-language formula, in keeping with the principle of flexibility in this policy. No 

language will be imposed on any State.  

Quality Universities and Colleges: A New and Forward-looking Vision for India’s 

Higher Education System  
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As India moves towards becoming a true knowledge society and economy - and in view of 

the forthcoming fourth industrial revolution, where India aims to lead and an increasing 

proportion of employment opportunities will consist of skilled jobs of a creative and 

multidisciplinary nature - more and younger Indians will aspire to higher education. 

Accordingly, the higher educational system in India must, at the earliest, be re-adjusted, re-

vamped, and re-energised to fulfil these important and noble aspirations of the people.  

 

In view of these requirements of the 21st century, the aim of a quality university or college 

education must be to develop good, well-rounded, and creative individuals. It must enable an 

individual to study one or more specialised areas of interest at a deeper level, while at the 

same time build character, ethical and constitutional values, intellectual curiosity, scientific 

temper, creativity, spirit of service, and 21st century capabilities across a range of disciplines 

including the sciences, social sciences, arts, humanities, languages, as well as professional, 

technical, and vocational crafts. A quality higher education must enable personal 

accomplishment and enlightenment, constructive public engagement, and productive 

contribution to society. It must prepare students for more meaningful and satisfying lives and 

work roles, and enable economic independence. Quality university college education must 

therefore aim to be both a joy and an opportunity, to which all citizens must have access if 

they so desire.  

At the level of society, the aim of higher education must be to enable the development of an 

enlightened, socially-conscious, knowledgeable, and skilled nation that can uplift its people 

and construct and implement robust solutions to its own problems. Higher education must 

thus form the basis for knowledge creation and innovation in the nation and thereby 

contribute deeply to a growing national economy. The purpose of quality higher education is 

therefore more than simply the creation of greater opportunities for individual employment; it 

represents the key to more vibrant, socially-engaged, and cooperative communities and a 

happier, cohesive, cultured, productive, innovative, progressive, and prosperous nation.  

Some of the major problems currently plaguing the higher education system in India include: 

i) a severely fragmented higher educational ecosystem, with more than 50,000 higher  

education institutions (HEIs), a large proportion of which offer only a single programme and 

have fewer than 100 students and a large proportion of which are commercial enterprises in 

which little or no education is taking place; ii) there is a rigid separation of disciplines, with 

too much early specialisation and streaming of students into narrow areas of study; iii) a lack 
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of access to higher education, especially in socio-economically disadvantaged areas; iv) a 

lack of teacher and institutional autonomy to innovate and excel; v) inadequate mechanisms 

for merit-based career management and progression of faculty and institutional leaders; vi) a 

lack of research at most universities and colleges, and of transparent and competitive peer-

reviewed research funding across disciplines; vii) suboptimal governance and leadership of 

HEIs; and viii) a regulatory system that is not empowered to close down fake colleges, while 

constraining excellent and innovative institutions.  

 

This policy envisions a complete overhaul and re-energising of the higher education sys- tem 

to overcome the aforementioned eight challenges and thereby deliver high-quality higher 

education, with equity and inclusion, to all young people who aspire to it. The policy’s vision 

includes the following key changes to the current system: (a) moving towards a higher 

educational system consisting of large, multidisciplinary universities and colleges, with at 

least one in or near every district; (b) moving towards a more liberal, multidisciplinary 

undergraduate education; (c) moving towards faculty and institutional autonomy; (d) re-

vamping curriculum, pedagogy, assessment, and student support for enhanced student 

experiences; (e) reaffirming the integrity of faculty and institutional leadership positions 

through merit-appointments and career progression based on teaching, research, and service; 

(f) establishment of a National Research Foundation to fund outstanding peer-reviewed 

research and to actively seed research in universities and colleges; (g) governance of HEIs by 

highly-qualified independent boards having academic and administrative autonomy; (h) 

“light but tight” regulation by a single regulator for all of higher education, including 

professional education; and (i) increased access, equity, and inclusion through a range of 

measures, including open schooling and ODL, greater opportunities for outstanding public 

education, all infrastructure and learning materials accessible to learners with special needs, 

and substantial increases in scholarships at private/philanthropic universities for 

disadvantaged and underprivileged students.  

Equity and Inclusion in Higher Education  

 Entry into quality higher education experiences can open up a vast array of possibilities 

which can lift both individuals as well as communities out of cycles of disadvantage. For this 

reason, making high-quality higher education opportunities available to all individuals, 

regardless of circumstances of birth, must be among the highest priorities.  
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Many of the reasons for and the dynamics of, exclusion of certain groups are common across 

school and higher education. Therefore, the approach to equity and inclusion must be 

common across school and higher education; furthermore, there must be continuity across the 

stages to ensure a sustainable reform. Thus, the policy initiatives required to meet the goals of 

equity and inclusion in higher education must be read in conjunction with those for school 

education. 

 There are of course certain facets of exclusion, both causal and in their effect, that are 

particular to or substantially more intense in higher education - these must be addressed 

specifically for higher education, for all URGs - and include: lack of knowledge of higher 

education opportunities, aspiration distancing of higher education, economic opportunity cost 

of pursuing higher education, overall expenses, admission processes, language barriers, 

economic potential of programmes, and lack of within-institutions facilities and support.  

14.4. The policy for equity and inclusion in higher education must therefore contain and 

continue the policy actions for school education, but also include additional actions that are 

specific to higher education. Such additional policy initiatives for equity and inclusion in 

higher education include:  

 setting clear targets for higher GER for URGs;  

 enhancing access by building more high-quality HEIs in Special Education Zones 

containing larger numbers of URGs;  

 requiring Institutional Development Plans that contain specific plans for action on 

increasing participation from URGs, including:  

 mitigating opportunity costs and fees for pursuing higher education;  

 providing more financial assistance and scholarships to URGs;  

 conducting outreach on higher education opportunities and scholarships among URGs;  

 making admissions processes more inclusive;  

 making curriculum more inclusive;  

 increasing economic and employability potential of higher education programmes;  

 developing more degree courses in Indian languages and bilingually;  

 ensuring all buildings and facilities are wheelchair-accessible;  

 developing bridge courses for those students that may come from disadvantaged 

educational backgrounds;  

 Providing socio-emotional and academic support for all such students through suitable 

counselling and mentoring programmes.  
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Conclusion. 

A new policy in place is very crucial for a country where the population of youth is larger 

than the entire population of Europe, hence the supposed investments in the education and 

skill development is an obvious step. Equitable Education serves as one of the solutions (for 

empowerment) to nearly all the kinds of disparity present in the country, whether they are 

caste-based, class-based, religion-based, gender-based or disability-based. The previous New 

Education Policy was not able to anticipate the post-liberalization developments that have 

taken place in India and thus has become redundant in today’s time. The implementation of 

the previous education policy is still irregular and incomplete. 

The Policy has also recommended the ending of Junior Colleges and creating a systematic 

syllabus from 9
th

-12
th

. Segmentation of ‘Humanities’, ‘Science’ and ‘Commerce’ has been 

sought to remove with more freedom to choose subjects of choices. Both these decisions will 

face difficulties during implementation, with some of the biggest states in India having the 

Junior College System that will have to be converted or shut down. 
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